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“Once, a man’s home was his castle. Today the Big Brother state wants to inspect,
regulate and standardise the inside of our homes. Councils are dishing out powers of
entry to officers within their council for their own ease, without giving due thought to
the public’s right to privacy and the potential for abuse. There needs to be a much closer
eye kept on the number of officers granted the right to barge into private premises

without a warrant.”
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“There are a surprisingly high number - at least 250 - of provisions granting power to
enter homes and premises without permission. | share the concerns about the need for
additional protections for the liberties and rights of the citizen. And | believe that one of
the strongest guarantees is a clear understanding of what these rights are and that is
more difficult with the very existence of hundreds of laws.”
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“We need measures to tackle crime and terrorism, but the abuse of surveillance powers
by town halls shows the real danger of function creep by state bureaucrats.
Conservatives will cut back these unnecessary powers of the state to enter homes,
starting off with abolishing council tax inspectors’ rights of entry and reigning back in

over-zealous town hall bin police.”
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