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I am extremely proud of all that Big Brother Watch has achieved 
in its five year history. This annual review allows us to take stock of 
how the organisation has grown in stature and influence into one of 
Britain’s leading privacy and civil liberty campaign groups. 

From making it illegal for councils to use CCTV spy cars to enforce on 
street parking to reducing the maximum bail time to 28 days, Big Brother 
Watch has set the agenda more than any other campaign organisation and 
established a profile far beyond the reach of many similar sized groups.

The success of the organisation is perhaps most evident when looking 
at the vast array of media coverage. However, their impact through 
detailed policy work, submissions to Parliament and public consultations 
should not be underestimated. Big Brother Watch made its voice heard 

in Parliament more in 2014 than ever before, giving evidence on five occasions to Parliamentary 
Committees, submitting 20 consultation responses and publishing ten policy briefings. 

The team’s speaking engagements, have included giving evidence to the Google Advisory Council 
on the ‘right to be forgotten’, speaking in front of hundred’s at Latitude Festival and debating at the 
Cambridge Union. 

I am also delighted that as we go into 2015 we do so with a stellar management team. The combination 
of Emma Carr’s experience with the campaign and Renate Samson’s involvement with the civil liberties 
battle in Parliament will give the campaign a strong foundation for expansion in the years to come.

I can say with real confidence that the best is yet to come from Big Brother Watch. I hope that if you, like 
me, care about civil liberties and privacy in the UK, you’ll continue to give the organisation your support.

Matthew elliott, founder

+44 (0) 20 7340 6030
55 tufton street
london sw1P 3ql
info@bigbrotherwatch.org.uk
twitter.com/bbw1984
facebook.com/bigbrotherwatch
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introDuCtion
2014

national press hits 285

national broadcast hits 67

regional press hits 837

international hits 197

total Press Hits per year 2073
As the new Big Brother Watch management team, we are looking forward 
to the year ahead and anticipate the challenges that it will bring with it.  
If 2014 is anything to go by, there is little doubt that those challenges will  
be plentiful. 

Few could have predicted the varied trials and tribulations that civil liberties 
would face in 2014, with data retention legislation being rushed through 
Parliament in a matter of days and the ever present promise of the return of 
the snooper’s charter. 

There have, of course, been positive campaign wins for both the organisation 
and the larger cause. 2014 saw more Parliamentary committees take a greater 
interest in privacy and civil liberties than ever before, with the Home Affairs 
Select Committee, Science and Technology Committee and Health Select 
Committee, to name just a few, embarking on enquiries based entirely around 
protecting the public’s privacy.

2015 will see us face extraordinary challenges from the rapid advancement 
of technology and the associated concerns for national security. There is 
little doubt that the challenges that face us are not going to dim in the years 
ahead. Whether it be the way the government demands access to our online 
communications data, the growing use of surveillance camera systems, or the 
overzealous use of surveillance powers by local officials. 

It is essential that Big Brother Watch continues to educate and inform 
the public and parliament on issues of surveillance, security and liberty to 
ensure that our fundamental right to privacy isn’t diminished during these 
often uncertain and overwhelming times. 

We can guarantee that the campaign will continue to challenge  
polices that threaten our liberty and privacy and promote greater 
surveillance transparency. 

A huge thank you to the team for their dedication, hard work and 
relentless approach to protecting civil liberties and privacy. Our research 
under the watchful eye of Dan Nesbitt is second to none. We also offer 
our thanks to Matthew for his continued guidance and support to the 
organisation’s growth and development.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we would like to thank you for your 
continued support of Big Brother Watch. We truly couldn’t do the work 
that we do without you. 

renate saMson, CHief eXeCutive

eMMa Carr, DireCtor

our worK 

in nuMbers
10 

PoliCy  briefings 

20 

Consultations  

resPonses
385,000 

PeoPle visiteD More 
tHan 2.1 Million 

tiMes in 2014
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renate saMson CHief eXeCutive
Renate Samson joined Big Brother Watch as Chief Executive in November 
2014. She is former Chief of Staff to Rt Hon David Davis MP with whom she 
worked for five years predominantly on his civil liberties campaigns such as the 
Snoopers Charter, NHS data sharing, protection for whistleblowers, Reform 
Section 5 and the DRIP Bill. Prior to working in Parliament, Renate produced 
documentaries for the BBC, ITV, Sky and other international broadcasters. 

eMMa Carr DireCtor
Emma joined Big Brother Watch as Deputy Director in February 2012  
and was appointed as Director in August 2014. Previously, she worked  
for political campaign and research groups. Emma has a MSc in Public 
Services Policy and Management from King’s College London. She has  
a particular interest in cyber security and cyber crime, which formed the  
topic of her dissertation.

Daniel nesbitt researCH DireCtor
Daniel joined Big Brother Watch as an intern in December 2012,  
he quickly became an essential part of the team and was promoted to 
Researcher in March 2013 and Research Director in August 2014.  
Before working at Big Brother Watch he interned at Politics Home. 

wHo

we are
Since we were founded in 2009, we have relentlessly focussed 
our activity on a core area of policy priorities. They continue 
to underpin our work and this discipline allows us to ensure 
we focus on those areas of absolute priority and maximise 
our impact on the public policy debate. 

PrivaCy
In the digital age, privacy is under attack like never before.  
Too many people find their privacy being invaded, whether from 
state intrusion, corporate voyeurism or the sprawling databases 
that document our every interaction of our lives. The state seeks 
to share data like never before, while companies hide behind 
obscure privacy policies and regulators fail to properly protect 
our right to control who has access to our personal information. 

aDvisory CounCil
Heather Brooke: Freedom of information 
campaigner and Professor of Journalism at City 
University, London

Rt Hon David Davis MP: Member of Parliament 
for Haltemprice and Howden

Alex Deane: Managing Director and Head of Public 
Affairs Strategic Communications at FTI Consulting

Matthew Elliott: Founder of Big Brother Watch,  
the TaxPayers’ Alliance, Business for Britain, and 
former Campaign Director of NO2AV

Sir Chris Fox: Former president of the Association 
of Chief Police Officers 

Mark Littlewood: Director General of the Institute 
of Economic Affairs

Nick Pickles: Twitter UK Public Policy

Henry Porter: Author and journalist

Dominic Raab MP: Member of Parliament for 
Esher and Walton

Richard Smith: Co-founder of Big Brother Watch 

Lord Strasburger: Peer and member of the Joint 
Committee on the draft Communications Data Bill

Lord Vinson LVO DL: Conservative peer

PoliCy 

foCus

Civil liberties 
While the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 saw welcome progress on a range of issues, 
threats to liberty still remain. Further incursions on freedom of speech and information, 
intrusive state powers and the weakening of the rule of law all require us to be vigilant. 
We campaign to ensure that our personal liberties are maintained and that the balance 
between security and liberty does not move further in the wrong direction.

surveillanCe
From CCTV and ANPR to biometric scanning, corporate behaviour monitoring and 
state surveillance, we work tirelessly to ensure that surveillance powers are only what 
are proportionate and necessary, that they are properly regulated and transparent to 
the public. 
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Our approach to campaigning begins at our office in Westminster 
and stretches to building coalitions, briefing the media and being 
seen in the corridors of power. We use every avenue available to 
make our voices heard and influence policy.

We work with MPs from 
all parties, Ministers, 
special advisors, select 
and joint committees and 
external organisations to 
highlight our concerns 
and to apply pressure 
where it is needed most. 

We strive to offer robust 
policy scrutiny. Our 

credibility has been recognised with invitations to give oral evidence to the 
Home Affairs Select Committee, the Health Select Committee, the Science 
and Technology Committee and the Intelligence and Security Committee.

Outside of Parliament, we gave oral evidence to the Google Advisory 
Council, which was chaired by Eric Schmidt, on the ‘right to be forgotten’.

We also contributed written evidence to a range of enquiries and 
consultations, from the local authority parking strategies consultation to the 
Consumer Rights Bill and social media and real time analytics to care.data. 

Our policy briefings are regularly sent to Members of Parliament and 
cover a broad range of issues including body worn cameras, DRIPA, 
eCall, and communications data. Data from these briefings have been 
cited in Parliament.

Coalition campaigning with other civil groups remains an essential part  
of our work. This year we have built on coalitions developed in 2013,  
we continue to work with medConfidential; the public campaign in the 
fight for confidentiality and consent in health and social care, and the 
Don’t Spy on Us coalition; the campaign against mass surveillance which 
unites Big Brother Watch, Liberty, Privacy International, Article 19, 
English PEN and Open Rights Group.

We have contributed to events at all three major party conferences, 
discussing what civil liberties should look like in a digital age. The team 
has also spoken at countless conferences and events, most notably at 
Latitude Festival and the Cambridge Union.

MaKing our 

voiCes HearD
insiDe ParliaMent
2014 saw Big Brother Watch give evidence to 
Parliament more times than ever before. 

•  Health Select Committee on care.data  
(February 2014)

•  Home Affairs Select Committee on Big Brother 
Watch and David Davis MPs US fact finding 
trip (March 2014)

•  Science and Technology Select Committee on  
social media and real time analytics (June 2014)

•  Intelligence and Security Committee on privacy  
and security(October 2014)

•  Science and Technology Select Committee  
on current and future uses of biometrics  
(November 2014)

outsiDe of ParliaMent
We have also given evidence and spoken at 
several high profile events over the course of 
2014, including:

•  Free Word on the trust and technology 
debate (May 2014)

•  Latitude Festival panel discussion on 
secrets, truth and freedom  
(July 2014)

•  Google Advisory Council evidence session  
on the EU right to be forgotten ruling  
(October 2014)

•  Cambridge Union debate on the EU right to  
be forgotten ruling (November 2014)

8

sPreaDing
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  2073 media hits  

in 2014

  837 regional  

press hits

MeDia Hits (2014)

MeDia Coverage 

anD online PresenCe 
online (2014)

  385,000 people visited more than 2.1 million times

front Pages (2014)
  9 newspaper  
front pages 

 179 regional radio hits

 38 regional tv hits

  34 national tv hits

  33 national radio hits

 285 national press hits

  197 international hits

The media play a crucial role in our 
campaigning, by helping to publicise our 
work and spread the policy message to the 
wider public. Our effective research catches 
the attention of journalists, meaning that we 
help to set the news agenda.

Our focus on proactively briefing journalists and 
circulating our message means the international 
and domestic media turn to Big Brother Watch 
for incisive comments on a range of issues. 

The combination of our campaigning, policy 
focus and focussed research means we are one of 
the most high-profile groups in British politics, 
from securing more front pages than any other 
privacy or civil liberties groups to thousands of 
regional media appearances.
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Our research and reports draw on a range of Freedom of Information requests,  
Big Brother Watch commissioned polling and other sources, including open data and 
alternative primary sources.

All our work is focused on informing the policy debate, increasing public awareness and 
highlighting intrusion on our privacy and liberties. We have been widely covered in the  
media, from the Today programme to the front pages of the Daily Telegraph, Financial 
Times, Guardian and the Metro. Our research and reports underpin our campaigning efforts 
and allow us to provide an evidence base alongside our policy work.

All of our reports are unique and innovative. In 2014 we produced 5 reports, including the use of 
Biometrics in Schools and NHS Data Breaches.

Biometrics in Schools was a ground breaking report, putting figures 
showing the number of schools and pupils using biometric technology 
in the public domain for the first time. Our figures showed that an 
estimated 40% of schools in England now using biometric technology 
and that 31%of schools failed to consult parents before enrolling children 
into a biometric system.

Following the Guardian’s reporting of the Edward Snowden revelations; 
we began a campaign to promote more transparency in the use of 
surveillance powers. Enhancing Surveillance Transparency outlined 
the practical ways that the UK system of oversight and transparency 
could be reformed, based on international precedent. 

The report also revealed new polling that showed 66% of people wanted 
more information about how surveillance powers are used, with 70% 
wanting companies like BT and EE to publish their own reports about 
the requests they receive, as companies like Google, Facebook and 
Microsoft now regularly release.

Our report, Traffic Spies, into the use of CCTV spy cars by local 
authorities highlighted that they had raised more than £312 million  
from the use of static and mobile CCTV, with little being reinvested  
to make driving and parking safer for local people. Following our report, 
the Department for Communities and Local Government banned the 
widespread use of such technology to hand out fines. 

In Off the Record: How the police use surveillance powers we exposed 
how police have been authorised to use directed surveillance powers 
more than 27,000 in three years.

NHS Data Breaches highlighted that there was at least 7,255 data 
breaches between 2011 and 2014. Instances included data being posted 
on social media, accessed for ‘personal reasons’, and inappropriately 
sharing it with third parties.

researCH

anD rePorts

PoliCy briefings:

 body worn cameras

 DriPa

 eCall

 why Communications Data matter

 european arrest warrant

  terrorism Prevention and 

investigation Measures

 Care.data

 european Dna Database

 riPa

 Counter terrorism and security bill

 the Capability gap

researCH anD rePorts:
 biometrics in schools

  enhancing surveillance transparency:  
a uK policy framework

 traffic spies
  off the record:  

How the police use surveillance powers
 nHs data breaches
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We are entirely dependent on our supporters to fund our work and every donation 
goes into making sure Big Brother Watch’s work can continue and grow. 

We keep in close touch with all of our donors, providing them with up-to-date 
information on our campaign and inviting them to our events. 

You can visit www.bigbrotherwatch.org.uk/donate to make a one-off donation or 
you can send a cheque by post to 55 Tufton Street, London, SW1P 3QL.

If you would like to make a donation by credit card, set up a Direct Debit or would 
like to discuss how you could support our work, please call us on 020 7340 6030.

Key issues 

for 2015
surveillance transparency
•  A review into the operation of the 

Commissioner system 

•  There should be a full review into  
necessary reform of the Intelligence and 
Security Committee 

•  The publication of Government  
transparency reports

data protection
•  The introduction of custodial sentences  

under Section 55 of the Data Protection Act

•  Extend the Data Protection Act to cover 
anonymised data and the internet of things

cctv
•  The creation of a single point of contact to 

resolve CCTV complaints and grievances 

•  The release of a single, enforceable Code of 
Practice which applies to all CCTV cameras 

powers of entry
•  A new zero-based review process 

•  The introduction of statutory protection 

•  The creation of an enforceable Code of Practice

Counter-terrorism strategy 
•  Control of the UK’s counter-terrorism strategy 

should be given to the National Crime Agency 

•  The National Crime Agency should increase its 
accountability to the public

social Media law
•  The current legislation must be redrafted to 

reflect current technology

online Censorship
•  A clear approach to filtering arrangements 

•  The implementation of a legally sound  
blocking process

Digital bill of rights
•  The introduction of a Digital Bill of Rights

Data retention and investigatory Powers
•  Creation of an independent privacy and civil 

liberties board

•  Ensure a full system of scrutiny in 2016

intercept as evidence
•  Lift the bar on the use of intercept as evidence  

in court

suPPort 

us

Name 

Address 

 Postcode 

Telephone  Email 

I would like to donate: £  £20 £  £50 £  £100 Other: (Please write amount in box)  to help Big Brother 
Watch (please make cheques payable to Big Brother Watch).

£


